
Last Fall members of RISE attended a Rhode Island Hospitality 
Association (RIHA) event at the woman owned Apponaug Brewing 
Company in Warwick, RI. We had the pleasure of discussing the 
Rhode Island Energy Small Business Program with fellow members. 
After the event, the owners of the Apponaug Brewing Company, 
Tamara McKenney (the BrewEO) and Kris Waugh reached out to us 
inquiring how they could save on energy consumption and 
maximize their financial savings for their small business. 

RISE conducted a no-cost energy assessment of the business, which 
relies heavily on the use of several large coolers for both the 
brewery and the restaurant. The auditors found that existing 
evaporator fan motors ran continuously, as well as freezer defrosts, 
and anti-sweat door heaters regardless of need. They proposed 
updated, energy-efficient refrigeration thermostat controls that 
would enable the coolers to be easily monitored, running at the 
correct temperatures at the correct time. Also, the updated 
refrigeration controls enable the evaporator fans to cycle as 
needed, rather than running continuously. The upgrades will save 
around 17,000 kwh per year and a significant financial savings of 
$3,000 a year for this small business. 
 
THE NEED
     •  Save energy
     •  Save money
     •  Reduce maintenance expenses

THE SOLUTION
     • Replaced refrigeration controls with 4-zone of Energy-Saving 
       CoolTrol refrigeration controls 
    • Replaced 10 existing shaded pole motors with 10 high-efficiency     
      EC motors in evaporators
    • Installed dewpoint-based pulse control for anti-sweat door                      
       heaters
    • Installed smart defrost kit to prevent unnecessary electric defrost 
       cycles

To schedule your no-cost energy assessment,
call us at (800) 422-5365

or email efficiency@RISEengineering.com.

RISE
1341 Elmwood Avenue, Cranston, RI 02910

www.RISEengineering.com

About RISE:

A pioneer in the delivery of turnkey energy-efficiency services, RISE works with 
utilities and other energy program sponsors to offer residential, commercial, 
industrial, institutional and public-sector energy users comprehensive efficiency 
services that reduce their environmental footprint and operating expenses.

FACILITY RESULTS
Total Project Cost .............................. $14,143.84
Annual kWh Saved ....................................16,927
Annual Energy $ Saved......................$2,145.02

“We have noticed a significant savings on our monthly 
electric bill and can’t wait to fully-analyze the impact 
the updated controls have had on our savings at the 
end of the year.  The process with RISE was easy, and 
we would work with them again on future projects."

Tamara McKenney and Kris Waugh
Owners 
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Apponaug Brewing Company
Local, Woman-Owned Brewing Company Evaluates 
Energy Usage and Makes a Cost-Effective Upgrade. 


